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February 19, 2011

Respected Madame Gandhi,

Let me begin this letter to you with a huge congratulations for the visionary position taken by the
National Advisory Council under your inspiring leadership by recommending the inclusion of
Millets in the PDS. This revolutionary step will not only dramatically alter the food and
nutritional security of this country but also bring enormous livelihood and farming benefits to
hundreds of millions of farmers in the vast dryland areas of India where poverty still reigns in
spite of the awesome progress made by India. 

Millions of farmers, women, S Cs and S Ts  from across the country have endorsed this
historic action of yours. But still they are a bit apprehensive about the possibility of a slip
between the cup and the lip. And hence on a request by the Millet Network of India, hundreds
of thousands of them from across the South India, Orissa and other parts of the country have
signed their own post cards with a passionate message to you to steer this NAC
recommendation into a Parliamentary Act. 

We have sent all the details of the post cards signed as a attachments to this mail of ours.

We would also like to draw your kind attention to two other documents:

1. Hyderabad Declaration by a Nutritionists Conclave on Millets in Nutritional Security
of India

2. Medak Declaration by a group of eminent concerned citizens on the Inclusion of
Millets in the Public Food Distribution in India

Both of these are reflective of the growing concern in the minds of eminent nutritionists and food
policy specialists who feel that bypassing millets in National Food Policy might be hugely
depriving India of a possible nutritional secure future. 

We earnestly request you to kindly look at these documents carefully alongside the fervent appeal
by hundreds of thousands of very small, poor farmers, women and men, dalits and tribals from the
dryland India and continue to lead this country into a millet based food and nutrition system

with warmest regards

[p v satheesh]

To
Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Chairperson, National Advisory Council, Chairperson, UPA INDIAN
NATIONAL CONGRESS,  24, Akbar Road, New Delhi – 110011 TEL : 91-11-23019080 , FAX :
91-11-23017047 soniagandhi@sansad.nic.in 



Copy to
• Prof M. S. Swaminathan, Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha),  Chairman, M S

Swaminathan Research Foundation,  Third Cross Street, Taramani Institutional Area,
Chennai - 600 113 (India),  Tel: +91 44 2254 2790 / 2254 1229; Fax: +91 44 2254 1319,
Email: swami@mssrf.res.in / msswami@vsnl.net, ms.swaminathan@nac.nic.in,
chairman@mssrf.res.in , swami.ms@sansad.nic.in

• Dr Ram Dayal Munda, C-101, Swarna Jayanti Sadan, Dr. B.D.Marg, New Delhi 110001
Telephone : 23765354, Mobile : 9013181222 Email : rdmunda@yahoo.co.uk

• Dr. Narendra Jadhav,  Member, Planning Commission, Room No. 113, 1st Floor, Yojana
Bhavan, Sansad Marg, New Delhi 110 001. Tel:  +91-11 23096566,Fax:  +91-11 23096567
Email: contact@drnarendrajadhav.info, narendra.jadhav@nac.nic.in 

• Prof. Pramod Tandon, pramod.tandon@nac.nic.in 

• Dr. Jean Dreze, Development Economist, G.B. Pant Social Science Institute, Jusi, Allahabad
– 211019 Tel: 0532-2667204, 91-011-27666533,34,35 Extn:119 jaandaraz@gmail.com,
jean.dreze@nac.nic.in

• Ms.Aruna Roy, Social activist, Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan MKSS,  Devidungri, Post:
Barar,  District: Rajsamand,  Rajasthan-313341, Tel: (02951) 243254, (01463) 288246,
arunaroy@gmail.com,  aruna.roy@nac.nic.in  

• Shri Madhav Gadgil, A-18, Springflowers, Panchavati, Pashan, Pune 411008 Email:
madhav.gadgil@gmail.com, madhav.gadgil@nac.nic.in, madhav.gadgil@gmail.com 

• Shri Naresh C. Saxena,  former bureaucrat, Supreme Court Commissioner, Right To Food
Campaign, Secretariat, C/o PHRN, 5 A, Jungi House, Shahpur Jat, New Delhi – 110049.
India Telephone : 011-26499563 Email:  commissioners@vsnl.net ;
nareshsaxena@hotmail.com, nc.saxena@nac.nic.in 

• Dr. A. K. Shiva Kumar,  Member, UNICEF, 73, Lodhi Estate, New Delhi – 110003 Tel. 011-
24606117/24690401, Email: forshiv@yahoo.com, akshivakumar@gmail.com,
ak.skumar@nac.nic.in

• Shri Deep Joshi, Adviser / Consultant, Professional Assistance for Development Action
(PRADAN), P-22, South City – I, Gurgaon - 122 001, 41640611, 26534061, 26534023,
9811326661 Email:  deepjoshi97@gmail.com, deep.joshi@nac.nic.in

• Ms. Anu Aga, Director, Thermax Ltd., Dhanraj Mahal, 2nd Floor, Chatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Marg, Nr. Gateway of India, Mumbai - 400 039 Ph: 022 - 6754 2222 ; Fax : 022 –
22040859, Email: aaga@thermaxindia.com, anu.aga@nac.nic.in, 

• Ms. Farah Naqvi, farah.n@nac.nic.in 

• Shri Harsh Mander,  Social activist - Centre for Equity Studies,  105/6, Adhchini, (Near Mr
Biliken Restaurant), New Delhi 110017 Tel: 011 2685 1339, 011 26851335,  011 41642147,
09810523018,  harsh.m@nac.nic.in  

• Ms Mirai Chatterjee, Member NAC, Self Employed Women’s Association (SEWA) “Chanda
Niwas”, Opp. Karnavati Hospital, Nr. Town Hall, Ellisbridge, Ahmedabad 380 006 Phone #
079-26580530/265874460, Fax # 079-26580508 /25506446, mirai.c@nac.nic.in 

• Mr K Raju, IAS, Secretary to NAC, Secretariat, Hyderabad Tel: 23452421, Fax: 23450270
krajuhyd@yahoo.com, kraju@ap.gov.in 

Encl :  
1. Details of the post cards sent to you to steer  NAC recommendation into a

Parliamentary Act.
2. Hyderabad Declaration by a Nutritionists Conclave on Millets in Nutritional Security

of India
3. Medak Declaration on the Inclusion of Millets in the Public Food Distribution in India


