
19/06/10 6:32 PMEastern Mirror: Naga News, Nagaland Latest News, Views and Reviews | Millet: The Miracle Grain - Eastern Mirror MIRROR PLATFORM

Page 1 of 4http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view…cle&id=23992:millet-the-miracle-grain&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62

BREAKING NEWS |

Millet: The Miracle Grain
 (0 votes, average 0 out of 5)

Seno Tsuhah, North East Network and 

Liangsi Niumai John, C- Cerp

Our local millet has answers for climate change: Call for

participation in the millet dream on International

 Biodiversity Day, 2010

1. Millets like small millet or foxtail millet, Sorghum,   represent a

biodiverse farming system, which are cultivated along with

several other pulses, oilseeds and spice crops.  

2. Millets are C4 carbon fixing crops and are critical to tackle

climate crisis.

3. Millets also have answers to control diabetes and other

ailments, they are highly nutritious. 

4. In the year 2007-08, in the state of Nagaland, 0.010 Lakh ha

under Sorghum and 0.250 Lakh ha under Small millets such as

(Foxtail millet, Little millet, Jobs tears) 

5. The AREA under biodiverse millet farming is decreasing over

the last 60 years in the state Nagaland lost to the tune of 1000

ha under Sorghum and 10, 000 ha under Small millets.  

6. Honourable Member of Parliament, Shri C.M Chang has

already endorsed his commitment for millets.

‘Millet - The Miracle Grain’ occupies an important place in the

food culture and ritual of Nagas, sown in February/March and

harvested in June/July.  Foxtail millet or “Ethsübe”  known in

Kuzhami Chakhesang dialect , foxtail, job tears, sticky millet as

known tathiu, tasipum, Gaidialiu respectively in Liangmai dialect,

Foxtail millet and job tears known as Osiitho and Oshiitho

respectively in Mao dialect were indigenous food grains in

ancient times.  Sorghum bicolor or “Tenakhru“  is part of our rich

crop diversity which is widely grown in the jhum fields. It is also

known as poor man’s crop because it is used as staple food

when rice becomes scarce for marginalized families. Millet

grains are used as drinks, porridge, snacks and other

supplementary food.  Besides its importance in the indigenous

diet, cultivation of Millet occupies a significant place in the

cultural calendar of Kuzhami Chakhesang community.

“Ethsünye” or Millet Festival is celebrated after the Millet harvest

in July.  In olden days millet is cultivated in a separate plot of

land. In the past before sowing the millet grains, a ritual known

as ‘Tathiu Linson’ is performed in the month of February among

the Liangmai Nagas especially in Nchangram Village. Liangmai

tribes used Millet drinks during a ritual or festivals which are

offered especially to the poor relatives as a special drink. Such

practice has declined. Unfortunately such practice is almost

forgotten.  There has been a steep decline in cultivation of

Millets owing to new forces of globalization and ecological

imbalance. 

Millet grains like sorghum, bajra, jobs tears and many other

types of millets have been core to India's food and farming

culture. In their cultivation practices, millets represent a unique

biodiverse farming system. Farming communities in the state
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biodiverse farming system. Farming communities in the state

have traditionally integrated millet crops with several other

oilseeds and pulses to enrich the soils and also the final

produce. Such multiple cropping strengthens six critical

securities: of food, fodder, health, nutrition, water and

ecological. Today, millets are high on charts of nutritionists and

medical practitioners for the various cures for diabetics and

other ailments that the composition of grains is able to offer.

Millets are our very own carbon fixing C4 crops. As the ‘Climate

Crisis’ intensifies, it is likely that rice and wheat will become

unviable as food security crops. With the projected increase of 2

degree Celsius in temperature in the near future, wheat will

disappear from the farming scene. Rice varieties which need

standing water for their cultivation are the most dangerous

emitters of methane, a green-house gas; as such, farming rice

on the present scale will be impossible in the near future! In

such a scenario, millets will be the saviour or our food and

farming systems. 

In Nagaland the total land under millet cultivation is 0.260 lakh

hectares. This amounts to only 1.67 percent of the total land

under cultivation in the state. With more and more area going

under uses other than agriculture, the future of millet crops

seem to be in deep danger. Moreover our current agricultural

policy of the state does not acknowledge the importance of

millet cultivation.

In this scenario, the North East Network (NEN), Chizami village

and Care-Centre for Environment and Rural Poor (C-Cerp)

Dimapur has come forward to consistently work towards building

a policy agenda for millets, so that more and more farmers find it

viable to continue millet cultivation or revive it. In Nagaland, the

lone member of Lok Sabha, Shri. C.M. Chang has endorsed his

support for the revival and survival of Millet based Food and

farming systems. 

The work by NEN and C-Cerp is being done as part of the

national level community dedicated to the cause of Millets. The

Millet Network of India (MINI), is a network of over 17 states

spread over India with the active participation of 145 institutions

and individuals, composed of farmers, scientists, nutritionists,

grassroots activists and environmentalists working with an

explicit goal to address both the food and farming issues which

are inextricably linked with each other. 

This fast growing network has over the last two years taken on

various policy advocacy tasks along with local farm level hands

on promotion of biodiverse cultivation of millets. Dorli Village in

Vidarbha which had, in sheer desperation, put itself up for sale,

which Mr Rahul Gandhi had visited two years ago in his

numerous healing missions across India, last year moved away

from cotton and started growing millet through the initiative of

MINI. MINI's efforts have also included regularly highlighted the

issue of millets before the Prime Minister, Finance Minister and

other Parliamentarian. MINI has also given specific suggestions

on the inclusion of millets into the draft National Food Security

Act before it is introduced in the Parliament. MINI members are

regularly traveling across the country to organise state, regional

and local meetings to push forward the importance of millets to

all sectors of society and in every given avenue. 

On the International Day of Biodiveristy, 2010, the Millet

Network of India and all its partners raise a Call for Participation

to children and adults; farmers and consumers; writers and

readers; government and the entire civil society to take a

visionary step towards securing our own future. By bringing

millets into our lives we can address our goals of food security,

nutrition, health and contribute to the efforts of the countless

number of farmers who have been giving us millets for

generations. It is only a collective that can save the future of

millets in India and in the world.

MIRROR SPORTS

Sizzling Serbia shock

ten-man Germany

PORT ELIZABETH,

JUN 18 (AGENCIES):

After emphatically

winning their World Cup

opener against

Australia,...

+ Full Story

More in Mirror

Sports

US overcome two-goal

deficit to tie Slovenia

Mexico win leaves

France on brink

MIRROR
SPOTLIGHT

Alobo: Swaying to his

own music

+ Full

Story

More in Mirror

Spotlight

Rozelle Mero: A life

not so ordinary

Of Tattoos and Nail

Painting

THE MUSE

‘Chakhetu’ a
bleeding monolith

A faceless stone amidst

the crowd of

humanity;Condemnation,...

Read More

More in The Muse

DON'T QUIT!

Come Together

Letters & Views

Platform

search...

GO

MIRROR POLL

Do you believe

that GoI is

sincere about

Naga issue?

Yes

No

Can't Say

VOTE    RESULTS

MOST READ

1. Naga

women

stages

indefinite

dharna in

Manipur

(762)

2. Devote

time

everyday

on studies:

HSLC 2nd

topper

(601)

3. DNSU

appeals for

curfew

revocation

(528)

4. State jr

sepaktakraw

team to

participate

in natl

C’ship (448)

5. BTFO

takes up

turmeric

farming on

large scale

(426)

Stop

Pressing…

EXTERNAL
LINKS

http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24648%3Astop-pressing-strikes-root-of-reality&catid=81%3Aexternal-links&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24996:sizzling-serbia-shock-ten-man-germany&catid=57:mirror-sports&Itemid=59
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24995:us-overcome-two-goal-deficit-to-tie-slovenia&catid=57:mirror-sports&Itemid=59
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24994:mexico-win-leaves-france-on-brink&catid=57:mirror-sports&Itemid=59
http://www.easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=57&Itemid=59
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24461%3Aalobo-swaying-to-his-own-music-&catid=73%3Amirror-spotlight&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23935%3Arozelle-mero-a-life-not-so-ordinary-&catid=73%3Amirror-spotlight&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=22915%3Aof-tattoos-and-nail-painting-&catid=73%3Amirror-spotlight&Itemid=62
http://www.easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=73&Itemid=81
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24459:chakhetu-a-bleeding-monolith&catid=66:themuse&Itemid=64
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24459:chakhetu-a-bleeding-monolith&catid=66:themuse&Itemid=64
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24458:dont-quit&catid=66:themuse&Itemid=64
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24457:come-together&catid=66:themuse&Itemid=64
javascript:void(null);
javascript:void(null);
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23269:naga-women-stages-indefinite-dharna-in-manipur&catid=51:state-news&Itemid=53
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23173:devote-time-everyday-on-studies-hslc-2nd-topper&catid=51:state-news&Itemid=53
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23438:dnsu-appeals-for-curfew-revocation&catid=51:state-news&Itemid=53
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=22984:state-jr-sepaktakraw-team-to-participate-in-natl-cship&catid=57:mirror-sports&Itemid=59
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=22682:btfo-takes-up-turmeric-farming-on-large-scale-&catid=51:state-news&Itemid=53


19/06/10 6:32 PMEastern Mirror: Naga News, Nagaland Latest News, Views and Reviews | Millet: The Miracle Grain - Eastern Mirror MIRROR PLATFORM

Page 3 of 4http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view…cle&id=23992:millet-the-miracle-grain&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62

Add your comment

Your name:

Subject:

Comment:

 

Word

verification:

POST  PREVIEW

yvComment v.1.23.0

State 

Niuland Citizens’ Forum highlights public

plights

DNSU cautions errant students

Landowner refutes news report

ZSU (N) vows to curb encroachment in

Ntangki Wildlife Sanctuary

Muslim Council team returns from Hojai

More Articles...

Region 

Thousands pay homage to ‘June 18

Uprising’ victims

Electrification facilities improve in Sikkim

Veteran Tripura Communist leader dead

PM hopeful of peace initiatives in Assam:

Gogoi

Largest family in the world?

More Articles...

National 

Bhopal GoM to finalise recommendations

on Monday

International 

Lanka marks 1st anniversary of civil war's

end

millets in India and in the world.

Newer news items:

31/05/2010 18:01 - No Round up to Zero

30/05/2010 15:27 - WHY DIMAPUR?

27/05/2010 15:14 - A Backgrounder on the Present

Impasse

26/05/2010 15:49 - Basic facts of the environment

26/05/2010 15:41 - Census of India – 2011

Older news items:

21/05/2010 16:00 - A Social Impasse: Post

Traditional Dilemma?

20/05/2010 17:21 - The Myth of Manipur: A study

19/05/2010 15:42 - Manipur Is Burning

17/05/2010 17:33 - Tribute to a Moonbeam

16/05/2010 18:21 - Transcendental role of women

<< Previous page Next page >>

 

MORE NEWS

VISITORS COUNT

Today 370

This month 20147

Pressing…

strikes root of

reality

6th ROP,

burning

question

Nagaland

Nukkad, MOB,

New Delhi, 20

Feb 2010

Tolkien's Misty

Mountains,

Deccan Herald,

Bangalore, 27

Dec 2009

More Articles...

IN A
NUTSHELL

WHO'S
ONLINE

We have 122

guests online

http://www.easternmirrornagaland.com/images/inanutshell/cartoon.jpg
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_yvcomment&task=displaycaptcha
http://yurivolkov.com/Joomla/yvComment/index_en.html
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=51:state-news&layout=blog&Itemid=53
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24988:niuland-citizens-forum-highlights-public-plights&catid=51:state-news&Itemid=53
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24987:dnsu-cautions-errant-students&catid=51:state-news&Itemid=53
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24986:landowner-refutes-news-report&catid=51:state-news&Itemid=53
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24985:zsu-n-vows-to-curb-encroachment-in-ntangki-wildlife-sanctuary&catid=51:state-news&Itemid=53
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24946:muslim-council-team-returns-from-hojai&catid=51:state-news&Itemid=53
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=51:state-news&layout=blog&Itemid=53
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=52:regional-news&layout=blog&Itemid=54
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24969:thousands-pay-homage-to-june-18-uprising-victims-&catid=52:regional-news&Itemid=54
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24968:electrification-facilities-improve-in-sikkim&catid=52:regional-news&Itemid=54
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24967:veteran-tripura-communist-leader-dead&catid=52:regional-news&Itemid=54
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24966:pm-hopeful-of-peace-initiatives-in-assam-gogoi&catid=52:regional-news&Itemid=54
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24965:largest-family-in-the-world&catid=52:regional-news&Itemid=54
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=52:regional-news&layout=blog&Itemid=54
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=53:national-news&layout=blog&Itemid=56
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24984:bhopal-gom-to-finalise-recommendations-on-monday&catid=53:national-news&Itemid=56
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=55:international&layout=blog&Itemid=57
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24979:lanka-marks-1st-anniversary-of-civil-wars-end-&catid=55:international&Itemid=57
http://www.addtoany.com/share_save?linkname=Millet%3A%20The%20Miracle%20Grain&linkurl=http%3A%2F%2Feasternmirrornagaland.com%2Findex.php%3Foption%3Dcom_content%26amp%3Bview%3Darticle%26amp%3Bid%3D23992%3Amillet-the-miracle-grain%26amp%3Bcatid%3D67%3Aplatform%26amp%3BItemid%3D62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24304:no-round-up-to-zero&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24259:why-dimapur&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24117:a-backgrounder-on-the-present-impasse&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24075:basic-facts-of-the-environment&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24074:census-of-india-2011&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23868:a-social-impasse-post-traditional-dilemma&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23821:the-myth-of-manipur-a-study&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23786:manipur-is-burning&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23704:tribute-to-a-moonbeam-&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23645:transcendental-role-of-women-&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24328:onboard-the-lamkaukhrul-express&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23644:a-journey-with-hivaids&catid=67:platform&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_bca-rss-syndicator&feed_id=1
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24648%3Astop-pressing-strikes-root-of-reality&catid=81%3Aexternal-links&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24419%3A6th-rop-burning-question&catid=81%3Aexternal-links&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=21350%3Anagaland-nukkad-mob-new-delhi-20-feb-2010&catid=81%3Aexternal-links&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=21349%3Atolkiens-misty-mountains-deccan-herald-bangalore-27-dec-2009&catid=81%3Aexternal-links&Itemid=62
http://easternmirrornagaland.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=section&id=18&Itemid=62

