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Slotech waste as nutrients. When we initially got to working on poor land, many people discouraged us. But in

Folsom two years' time, when we began to get good harvests on this bad land, everyone sat up and took notice."
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Boca Raton With her first savings, a tidy sum of Rs 15,000 (US$1=Rs 44.6), Chandramma bought a neighbour's farm
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was only offering Rs 5,000 for the one-acre plot. Chandramma decided to step in at that point, "I
doubled the offer and everyone was happy," she recalls. Her family now own 20 acres of land and
harvests many different crops from it. "I have now given my land to my two daughter-in-laws," she says
with a smile of contentment.

But Chandramma has other accomplishments too. According to Challa of the DDS, she is the seed
banker to her village. "She keeps a variety of seed and gives them to any farmer who needs them. They
are not sold. Instead the farmer has to return double the amount of seed given when his/her harvest
comes in."
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All these women have benefited tremendously from these simple, but effective, practices. And it is this NewsBlaze on Twitter
precious knowledge that they now want to share with future generations through a special farm school NewsBlaze on Facebook
set up by DDS in Machinoor. The school offers integrated courses to 150 children from 60-odd villages Neczz‘:':;eo:“L'i"r"{(sezla:e
in the area. Besides studying regular subjects like Maths, Science and languages, youngsters here learn

all about the best farming practices. Every year, the Class 10 batch also writes the state board

examination. The results have been extremely encouraging: a success rate of 90 per cent. Sponsor Links:

Chandramma has been a teacher in this farm school for the last 15 years. She has, for instance, taught

the benefits of organic farming to young Mayuri and her fellow students in Class VI. Incidentally, Mayuri Help NewsBlaze provide daily
has made a film on Ratnavva and her farming success story. The little ones have also learnt ways to news, including top stories,
increase assets and to sustain farming during natural calamities like droughts and floods. Home and Garden,

Technology, The Environment

o N ) . . and more. NewsBlaze Writer
But it is not only children who have benefited from the expertise of the women of Medak. The villagers of

Dorli in Vidarbha have reason to thank these enterprising Andhra farm women too. After witnessing their
success in implementing the sustainable farm practices that they introduced, the DDS is now working to
transform the lives of the impoverished people of Dorli.

P.V. Satheesh of the DDS, reveals, "In a pilot trial at Dorli in Maharashtra, we have been planting millets
for the last two years. Our surveys show that 15 years ago the area had a host of local crops. But in the
last 10 years the entire land was used only for expensive cotton farming. Low productivity and suicides
have disheartened the local farmers. Two years ago we campaigned here for alternate farming. Last
year we gave seeds to the farmers of Dorli to plant millets and chickpea. Unseasonal rains destroyed the
crop but they at least took home the fodder and some income." The best news from the area was that
no one committed suicide and in fact understood the importance of this approach.

For the farmers of Dorli, this is just the beginning. Things should soon change for the better in this area
too. As Ratmavva of Medak observes encouragingly, "If we can do it, so can everyone else."

Womens Feature Service covers developmental, political, social and economic issues in India and
around the globe. To get these articles for your publication, contact WFS at the www.wfsnews.org
website.
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