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Wapping climber on ‘top of the world’ – literally 
Wapping mountaineer Stew-
art Edge is on top of the world 
after achieving his childhood 
dream of making it to the peak 
of Mount Everest.

After two gruelling months 
facing some of the most chal-
lenging conditions on the 
planet, the 32-year-old climber 
and his team successfully 
reached the highest point on 
earth.

Contacting The Docklands 
by email – shortly after reach-
ing the 29,029ft summit – the 
construction manager said: 
“I’m feeling like I am still on 
top of the world. Looking for-
ward to my steak in Kathman-
du!”

The adventurous East End-
er is aiming to raise £29,029, 
the mountain’s height, for 
children’s charity Starlight.

Even for seasoned climbers 
like Mr Edge, who has scaled 
Mont Blanc and South Ameri-
ca’s highest peak Cerro Acon-
cagua, the 68-day challenge 

was punishing.
The team had to deal with 

the toughest part of the trek 
just last week, tackling the no-
torious Lhotse Face.

A steep, shiny, icy wall, the 
Lotshe Face is a very difficult 
climb requiring sophisticated 
equipment, all of which must 
be hauled by the climbers.

Ladders are also required at 
different points on the route.

Once they reached their last 
camp at 26,200ft they got to 
what is known as the ‘Death 
Zone’.

That part of the trek could 
only be carried out with the 
aid of oxygen.

Climbers normally only 
have two or three days in 
which they can endure the 
conditions at that altitude and 
the team was able to make 
their bid for the summit.

Mr Edge is now trekking 
back down the mountain.

He is due back in the East 
End early next week.

EVEREST ADVENTURE

Comms company opens huge Docklands office
A leading communications com-
pany has opened a new 20,000 sq ft 
centre within the City Reach de-
velopment in the Docklands.

The workplace, known as  
Tutis Point, in Greenwich View 
Place and overlooking Millwall 

Outer Dock, will have 40 engi-
neers on site “offering a high level 
of skill in IT and telecomms serv-
ices”, according to company  
QiComm.

QiComm is also aiming for “en-
hanced energy efficiency” through 

new air conditioning systems and 
flywheel generators endorsed by 
the Carbon Trust. 

A launch party was held on site 
last Tuesday with a large ice 
sculpture representing London’s 
skyline. 

DEVELOPMENT

 Stewart on the ultimate high 

»Sitting cross-legged under 
the welcome shade of her 
porch, Laxmamma looks 

so content as she deftly ar-
ranges different types of seeds 
into colourfully painted pots 
that is it impossible to imag-
ine her any other way.

Occasionally her flow is in-
terrupted by a neighbour from 
her small rural village in 
drought-prone Andhra 
Pradesh, part of the vast Dec-
can Plateau which dominates 
central and southern India, 
calling out a greeting – a sign 
of the respect the 45 year old 
now commands as a seed keep-
er, teacher and landowner.

But, 25 years ago, life was 
very different for the mother 
of two and without the aid of a 
then fledgling organisation 
called the Deccan Develop-
ment Society (DDS).

“In those days I was just an 
agricultural labourer. I was 
poor, I had no house. I was a 

single woman returned to my 
mother’s place.”

Adding to her hardship was 
the fact that Laxmamma is a 
Dalit, also known as “untouch-
able” and, despite the complex 
Indian caste system being 
abolished in 1950, old preju-
dices remained.

Lowest point
Just when Laxmamma was 

at her lowest point, she signed 
up to a women’s sangham, a 
voluntary group for the poor, 
which DDS has now set up in 
more than 100 villages.

Initially DDS’s work was 
empowering women to take 
wasted land – some of which 
they were given by the govern-
ment but had abandoned be-
cause of its barren state – and 
transform it using entirely 
natural methods.

They were also given grants 
for tools and labour, which 

they had to repay when they 
could.

Nowadays there is also a 
college managed by DDS 
where women go to attend 
courses, learning about sus-
tainable farming, together 
with a Green School where 
younger generations are sup-
ported.

But DDS members have also 
developed balwadies (crèches) 
for the children of women 
working in the fields, a home 
for Dalit women who suffer 
abuse and violence and even a 
Community Media Trust with 
its own radio station and 
award winning film-makers. 

For Laxmamma, belonging 
to DDS helped her to develop 
the skills she already had and 
learn new ones.

The inspiring women of 
DDS are now strong, caring 
and knowledgeable – and all 
because they were given a 
chance. 

CHARITY

Sisters are doing it for themselves
It is a story of hope and triumph – 5,000 women from the poorest section of Indian society have transformed once barren land 
into fertile farms to provide food for 50,000 people. To celebrate Christian Aid Week, Tara Greaves travelled to India with the 
charity to see the amazing work of its partner organisation, the Deccan Development Society.

 Sugar cane harvest Didgi village

Working in 
Partnership
Regardless of religion, 
ethnicity or nationality, 
Christian Aid works with 
and through partners, such 
as the Deccan Development 
Society (DDS), to become a 
leading force in helping to 
wipe out global poverty.

For more than 60 years the 
charity has been turning 
hope into action but the 
world is not getting any 
fairer and during this year’s 
Christian Aid Week, which 
runs until May 21, it needs 
your help more than ever.

In 2010/2011, it funded DDS 
with a £45,000 grant to help 
aid this life-changing work 
and expand the number of 
women, children and 
families it can help.

Celebrating its 25th 
birthday this year, DDS 
works now works with 
5,000 women, many of 
them from the poorest 
section of Indian society.

The programmes it runs, 
including a college, school 
and media trust, have 
evolved to give the women 
a powerful voice in the 
areas of agriculture, 
sustainability and 
education.

 Bidakanne village. Harvesting sugar cane

 Sooremma Bollaradu with camera


